Dear MASFAA Members, 

Welcome to MASFAA 2010-2011! 

MASFAA is moving into a new chapter of our history.  The Executive Council met twice over the summer to plan for the 2010-2011 academic year.  The Council decided upon four goals for the coming year that will be integral in the Association’s activities this year:

· Sharpen the focus of the Association on serving students

· Increase the engagement of MASFAA members

· Continue the Association’s commitment to high quality, cost effective training and professional development

· Update MASFAA’s strategic plan

MASFAA’s annual conference will be held at the Sheraton Framingham, MA, November 3-4, 2010.  The theme of the conference speaks to the first goal set by the Executive Council with many sessions focused on the student perspective in our daily work.  I hope you will attend what promises to be a great program, and one offered at a reduced registration fee this year.  

Working toward the second goal of increasing the engagement of MASFAA members, the Executive Council decided to restructure a few of our committees to improve our communications.  What were formerly the Newsletter, Archives and Public Relations committees are now combined into one Communications committee.  The new Communications committee will operate in a liaison model with other committees having a member designated as the Communications liaison and responsible for getting information about committee activities out to the membership.

MASFAA committees are engaged in planning the wide variety of student outreach, training and professional development events offered in addition to the annual conference. Information regarding training opportunities will be available on our website and sent to the MASFAA list.   As articulated in the third goal, we do not want to lose sight of our brilliant legacy of high quality training.

In pursuit of the fourth goal to update the MASFAA strategic plan, the Executive Council will be hosting what will likely be a series of meetings with the members to look forward to the future and set priorities for what initiatives MASFAA should pursue in the next 5 years.  The first of these meetings this year will be this Friday, September 24 at Wellesley College from 10 AM to 1 PM.  These meetings are open to all MASFAA members, but please email me at chmcguir@bu.edu  if you plan on attending.

I hope you will join me this year as an active and engaged member of the MASFAA community.  We must remind ourselves what drew us to this profession, why we love the crazy world we work within, and of the values of access and affordability we hold dear.  Serving students should be at the core of what we do and supporting each other in this endeavor is what makes the journey a rich and rewarding one.

Christine McGuire

President, MASFAA
Christine W. McGuire
Associate Vice President
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